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Technical Skills Competition

The Technical Skills Competition shall be for the purpose of determining the Florida School Bus Maintenance Team Champions.  This competition will team members to demonstrate exemplary skills in the areas of school bus technical knowledge.

Awards

Awards will be given to the first and second individual technicians.  In addition the technicians competition scores and the inpsectors competitions scores for each district will be added together to determine the top two teams.  All individual competitors will receive a memento in recognition of their participation.
Entrance Requirements
All public school districts and lab schools may enter one Technician to represent that district in the competition.  This competition is open to all school bus maintenance facility technicians provided those persons:

· Possess a valid Commercial Drivers License with all appropriate endorsements applicable to the operation of a school bus.

· Are currently employed by the district for which they are competing.

Competition Levels

Local Level - A local competition may be structured and coordinated by any school bus maintenance facility wishing to do so.  This competition may consist of formal competitions, on the job evaluations, written examinations, or any combination thereof. Local competitions could serve to select members for the team that will represent their shop at the state level competition.

State Level- the State Level competition shall be held in conjunction with the driving skills competition each year.  It shall be the responsibility of the FAPT Safety Skills Competition Committee to secure adequate facilities to accommodate the competition.  The state competition shall serve to determine the Technician that will represent the State of Florida at the NAPT National Technicians and Inspectors Competition.  The top team will be recognized as the Annual Florida Maintenance Team Champions.
Entry Forms

Entry forms will be required for all persons competing at the State Level.  These forms are enclosed and must be completed and returned to the Safety Skills Committee by the due date indicated on the General Information Sheet.  To be valid, all entry forms must be signed by each team member and the transportation director of the district they are representing.  These signatures will serve as verification that all information contained therein is accurate, that each team member meets the qualifications for competition, and that this team will represent the identified district.

Competition

State Competitions will include three phases of competition:

1. Hands on Diagnostic Testing

2. Written Diagnostic Examination

All phases of the Technicians Competition shall comprise a portion of the total team score as well as individual scores.  Total scores will be determined by combining the scores for both of the phases.  All necessary tools and equipment (with the exception of personal safety gear such as protective eye wear, gloves, etc.) will be provided during the competition.

 Written Diagnostic Examination 

Purpose:  To test the technician’s knowledge in all areas of school bus maintenance, and repair based on technical knowledge and ability to read, comprehend, and respond.

Instructions:  Each team member shall be required to complete a written examination consisting of 25 questions.  These questions will cover various technical topics such as electrical, brakes, engines, suspension and proper maintenance, etc.  All topics will be relevant to actual school bus applications.  Examinations will be handed out along with an answer sheet.  Competitors will mark only on the answer sheets.  The judges will indicate when the examination shall begin and will maintain a stopwatch up to the allotted time.  When time is called, all activities must stop and no additional items may be marked on the answer sheet.  If an individual completes the examination in less than the allotted time, he or she is to turn the answer sheet over, lay the pencil down, and raise his or her hand.  If at any time during the examinations one team member attempts to converse with or assist another team member or competitor, that team will be disqualified from this phase of the competition.

Time:  The maximum allowable time for completion of the exam will be 30 minutes.

Individual Scores:  Individual tests will be scored with each correct answer being worth four points.

Total Possible Individual Points:  100






 Diagnostic Troubleshooting

 Purpose:  Technicians must be capable of diagnosing; troubleshooting and repairing various mechanical components found on school buses to do this proficiently requires substantial mechanical knowledge and the ability to utilize troubleshooting techniques and equipment.  This portion of the competition will test the technician’s hands on ability of working on components/systems.

Instructions:  Competitors will be required to trouble shoot and identify mechanical deficiencies in three (3) different school bus components/systems.  The judge(s) will indicate when the troubleshooting shall begin and will maintain a stopwatch up to the point that the allotted time has expired.  When time is called all activities must stop.  The competitor will be required to respond orally identifying the defect in detail.  Specific instructions/conditions regarding each diagnostic area will be provided immediately prior to the competition.
Time:  The maximum allowable time for completion of diagnostic will be fifteen (15) minutes for each of the areas.  The judge(s) will notify the competitors at ten (10) minute and fourteen (14) minute marks.
Individual Scores:  Individual scores will be determined as noted above for this phase of the competition.

Total Possible Individual Points:  150
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