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      6A-3.001  Basic Principles for Transportation of Students. 

(1) W here it is practicable to provide im proved transportation 

service and school facilities for students from an area in adjoining 

districts, district lines shall not interfere with the designation of a school 

attendance area com posed of areas of two (2) or m ore districts.  It shall 

be the duty of school boards a n d superintendents of the districts 

involved to develop a plan which will assure the children of the area 

adequate school ad vantages.  Students shall not be transported at 

public expense across district lines unless an annual agreem ent exists 

between the respective school boards.  This agreem ent shall outline 

the responsibility of each district for providing school facilities, including 

transpo rtation, and spe cify w hich district shall have exclusive 

responsibility for providing and operating the equipm ent.  U nless the 

agreem ent shall stipulate otherwise, the rules and regulations of the 

district in which the bus is traveling shall be observed. 

(2) All school bus routes shall be so planned and adjusted to the 

capacities of available equipm ent and scho ol buses sho uld be so 

chosen and assigned to routes and attendance areas that insofar as 

practicable the full capacity of each bus will be utilized, without 

standees, to serve students whose hom es are beyond reasonable 

walking distance of the assigned public school center. 

(3) A reasonable walking distance for any student who is not 

otherwise eligible for transportation pursuant to Section 1011.68, 

Florida Statutes, is any distance not m ore than two (2) m iles between 

the hom e and school or one and one-half (1 1/2) m iles between the 

hom e and the assigned bus stop. Such distance shall be m easured 

from the closest pedestrian entry point of the property where the 

student resides to the closest pedestrian entry point of the assigned 

school building or to the assigned bus stop. The pedestrian entry point 

of the residence shall be w here private property m eets the public right-

of-w ay.  The district shall determ ine the shortest pedestrian route 

w hether or not it is accessible to m otor vehicle traffic. 

Specific Authority1001.02, 1001.42(8), 1006.21, 1006.22, 1011.68 FS. 

Law Im plem ented 1001.42(8), 1006.21, 1006.22, 1011.68 FS .  History 

- Am ended 3-26-66, 9-17-72, R evised 7-20-74, R eprom ulgated 

12-5-74, Form erly 6A-3.01, Am ended 3-12-86, 11-15-94. 

6A-3.003  Certification as to Specifications of School Buses. 

(1)  Before any m anufacturer, distributor or dealer m ay offer for 

sale or lease any scho ol bus chassis or bodies to be used for the 

transpo rtation of stud en ts to public schools of Florida, such 

m anufacturer, distributor or dealer shall: 

(a)  File with the Deputy C om m issioner for Finance and 

O perations  com plete specifications for e ach chassis and b ody m odel, 

including blueprints when requested. 

(b)  File w ith the Deputy C om missioner for Finance and 

O perations a prescribed form a certified statem ent that any school bus 

chassis or body sold by such m anufacturer, distributor or dealer w ill 

m eet all Federal M otor V ehicle Safety Standards, N ational Standards 

for School Buses and Florida School B us Specifications prescribed for 

school buses for use in Florida. 

(c)  Submit to the Deputy C om missioner for Finance and 

O perations or authorized representative upon reque st, for the purpose 

of examination, a dem onstrator m odel, or parts thereof, of each type of 

chassis or body m odel to be offered for sale.  S uch exam ination shall 

be for the purpose of ascertaining whether the respective chassis or 

bod y m odel m eets the specifications, including qu ality standa rds, 

required by the State Board. 

(2)  U pon examining the specifications or the dem onstrator 

chassis or body m odel, the Deputy C om missioner for Finance and 

O perations shall m aintain a list of each chassis or body m odel that 

m eets Florida school bus requirem ents.  The Deputy C om missioner for 

Finance and O perations or authorized representative shall furnish, 

upon request, superintendents a list of all chassis and body com panies 

offering equipm ent for sale in Florida that m eets the minim um 

specifications of the State Board. 

(3)  Insofar as practicable, the D eputy C om missioner for Finance 

and O perations or authorized representative shall m ake periodic 

inspection of school bus chassis and bodies delivered to school boards 

for the purp o s e of determ ining if applicable specifications and quality 

standards have been m et.  S hould it be determined that any chassis or 

body delivered to a school board does not m eet the standards approved 

by the State B oard, including equipm ent specified, the m anufacturer, 

distributor or dealer shall m ake satisfactory corrections as prescribed by 

the Deputy C om missioner for Finance and O perations or authorized 

representative.  The Deputy C om missioner for Finance and O perations 

and the district receiving such equipm ent shall refuse further approval of 

bids submitted by the m anufacturer, distributor and dealer or 

representative until satisfactory corrections are m ade. 

Specific Authority 1001.02, 1006.25 FS.  Law Im plem ented 1006.25  FS. 

History - Am ended 7-20-74, R eprom ulgated 12-5-74, Form erly 6A-3.03, 

Am ended 11-15-94. 

6A-3.006  Pool Purchase Plan for Purchase of Equipment and 

Contractual Needs; Department of Management Services, Division 

of Purchasing Authorized to Negotiate Contracts. 

(1) The Deputy C om missioner for Finance and O perations or 

designee is authorized and directed to coordinate volum e purchasing of 

transportation equipm ent as provided by Section 1006.27, Florida 

Statutes. This purchasing plan shall include conducting and 

administering bids for new school buses, coordinating purchasing of drug 

and alcohol testing services, and purchasing of other com m odities and 

services as needed.  The D epartm ent m ay aw ard bids as either low bid 

awards or as m ultiple supplier awards.  Special equipm ent not included 

in the bid specifications but ap proved by the Deputy C om missioner for 

Finance and O perations shall be listed and priced separately. 

(2) If reque sted by the Deputy C om missioner for Finance and 

O perations, each de aler submitting bids under a pool plan shall enclose 

a certified check, bank m oney order, cashier’s check, or pe rform ance 

bond as a good faith deposit in an am ount in keeping with the minim um 

order, drawn in favor of the State of Florida and the purchasing school 

districts. The good faith deposit of the successful bidder shall be held 

until the term s of the purchase contract have been m et. The good faith 

deposit shall be forfeited in full or in part if the contract is not fulfilled, 

provided that the State B oard shall have the right to grant an extension 

of tim e if the reason for not m eeting the term s of the contract is beyond 

the con trol of the successful bidder and to alter the term s of the contract 

before the deposit is forfeited and deposited as required by law. 

(3) The period covered by the contract or contracts shall be for 

such duration and m ay be renewable as m ay be determined by the 

D eputy C om m issioner for F inance a nd O perations as is consistent with 

needs, availability of m aterials, and production sched ules, and shall 

provide that the equipm ent shall be m ade available to school boards and 

state agencies in com pliance with the provisions of Section 1006.27 and 

C hapter 287, Florida S tatutes. 

(4) E ach participating district and other authorized purchasers shall 

issue a purchase order or orders for the equipm ent as a com m itm ent to 

purchase, provided the quantity of such orders m ay be increase. 

(5)  A contract for the purchase of school bus chassis, bodies, or 

equipm ent m ay be m ade upon the basis of bids received by the school 

board when the price quoted does not exceed the com parable ceiling 

price established by the m ost recent state volum e purchasing plan or 

bids accepted by the D eputy C om missioner for Finance and O perations. 

In any case, where there is question as to whether ceiling prices are 

exceeded, the bids shall be forwarded to the Deputy C om missioner for 

Finance and O perations for review and approval before awarding a 

contract. In all such cases, the Deputy C om missioner for Finance and 

O perations, before approval is given, shall review bids and specifications 

to determine if laws and rules have been com plied with. 

(6) The Deputy C om missioner for Finance and O perations, upon 

approval of the O ffice of Planning and B udge ting in the E xecutive O ffice 

of the Governor, m ay serve as agent in clearance of volum e purchases 

in the event com panies submitting successful bids will not accept 

purchase orders and warrants for paym ent of invoices issued by school 

boards. 

Specific Authority 1001.03, 1002.42, 1006.27, 1011.14 FS. Law 

Im plem ented 1002.42, 1006 .27, 1011 .14 F S . History–A m ended 3-26-66, 

R eprom ulgated 12-5-74, Am ended 7-10-85, Form erly 6A-3.06, Am ended 

8-19-86, 11-15-94, 4-18-96, 11-26-06. 
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 6A-3.0121  Responsibility of School District and Parents or 

Guardians for Students Who Are Transported at Public Expense. 

(1) T he school district shall determ ine w hat safety m easures shall 

be used in the transportation of students. S uch safety m easures shall 

include the designation of routes, bus turning areas, and student stop 

locations which shall not be left to the discretion of the bus operator or 

the parents or guardians of the students. The district shall provide belt 

cutters m eeting Florida School Bus Specifications on any school bus 

equipped with passenger securem ent or restraint straps.  The district 

shall determ ine the m e th o d of securem ent or positioning of students 

with special need s. 

(2) The school district sh all exercise additional specific pow ers 

and respon sibilities as follow s: 

(a) T he district shall provide bus operators and attendants 

instructions, in writing, as to any special conditions or non-m edical care 

w hich a studen t m ay need w hile on the bus. 

(b) T he district shall instruct bus operators, and attendants if 

used, in th eir re sponsibilities for s tudents w ho a re transported at public 

expense a s follow s: 

1. T he operator or attendant of a bus transporting students shall 

rem ain with the bus so that students aboard will be under supervision 

at all tim es, except to call for assistance in case of an em ergency or 

accident involving the studen ts or bus. 

2. In cases w here a student w ith physical disabilities is unable 

to leave the area of a student stop without assistance, the school bus 

operator s hall not assum e responsibility for such assistance except in 

an em ergency w hich threatens the safety of such studen t or studen ts. 

3. The operator and attendant shall be provided training related 

to stud en ts; how ever, the op erator and attenda nt shall not give 

m edicine and shall lim it his other assistance to that which m ay norm ally 

be expected of a reasonable, prudent person or as specified in the 

student’s Individual Educational Plan. 

(c) The district shall inform pa rents, guardians, and students at 

least annu ally in w riting of their respon sibilities and related district 

policies as follow s: 

1. To ensure the safe travel of their students during the portions 

of each trip to and from school and hom e when the studen ts are not 

under the custody and control of the school district, including during 

each trip to and from hom e and the assigned bus stop when the school 

district provides bus transportation, 

2. To ensure that students ride only in their assigned school 

buses and ge t off only at assigned bu s stops, except w hen the district 

has ap proved alternative buses or arrange m ents, 

3. To e nsure students are aware of and follow the district’s 

adopted code of student conduct while the students are at school bus 

stops and to provide necessary supervision during tim es when the bus 

is not present, 

4. To ensure that, when the physical disability of the student 

renders the student unable to get on and off the bus without 

assistance, the parent or guardian provides the necessary assistance 

to help the studen t get on and off at the bus stop, as required by district 

policy or the student’s individual educational plan. 

(3) Knowledge, skills and abilities related to student m anagem ent 

techniques and characteristics of the students shall be considered 

when selecting or assigning operators and attendants for routes 

serving studen ts. 

Specific Authority 1001.02 FS. Law Im plem ented 1001.02, 

1001.42(4)(l), 1003.21(1)(e), 1006.21 FS. History–N ew 3-26-66, 

Am ended 9-17-72, R eprom ulgated 12-5-74, Form erly 6A-3.121, 

Am ended 11-15-94, 11-26-06.

 6A-3.0141  Employment of School Bus Operators. 

(1) School bus operators are defined as any persons em ployed 

or contracted to the school district to transport prekindergarten through 

grade 12 students in school buses as defined in Section 1006.25, 

Florida S tatutes. 

(2) A t the tim e of initial em ploym ent the school board shall assure 

that the operator of a school bus m eets the following requirem ents: 

(a) H as five (5) years of licensed driving experience. 

(b) H as submitted to the superintendent a written application for 

em ploym ent in a form prescribed by the school board. 

(c) H as filed a set of fingerprints for the purpose of the required 

background check for determining crim inal record. 

(3) Form ES E 479, Florida School Bus O perators M edical 

E xam ination R eport for C om m ercial D river F itn ess D eterm ination is 

hereby incorporated by reference and m ade a part of this rule to become 

effective N ovem ber 2006. This form m ay be obtained from the Director 

of the School Transportation M anagem ent Section or the Bureau of 

Education Inform ation and Accountability Services, D epartm ent of 

Education, 325 W est G aines Street, Tallahassee, Florida 32399. 

(4) Prior to transporting students on a school bus each operator 

shall m eet the following requirem ents: 

(a) H old a valid com m ercial driver license with a passenger 

endorsem ent and a school bus endorsem ent. 

(b) Successfully com plete forty (40) hours of preservice training 

consisting of at least twenty (20) hours of classroom instruction and eight 

(8 ) hours of behind-the-w heel training based upon the D epartm ent’s 

Basic School Bus O perator C urriculum which is hereby incorporated by 

reference and m ade a part of this rule. This docum ent m ay be obtained 

from the Bureau of Career Developm ent, Departm ent of Education, The 

F lorida E ducatio n C enter, Tallahassee, Florida 32399, at a cost not to 

exceed actual production and distribution costs. 

(c) D em onstrate the ability to prepare required w ritten reports. 

(d) Be physically capable of operating the vehicle as determined by 

physical examination, Form ES E 479, prescribed by the Com missioner 

and given by a physician designated by the school board and as 

determ ined by a dexterity te st adm inistered by the school district. 

(e) D em onstrate physical and m ental capabilities required to carry 

out all assigned responsibilities as a school bus operator. 

(5) A certification of training provided by the Com missioner shall be 

issued by the district to each operator successfully com pleting the forty 

(40) hours of preservice training. 

(6) Each district school board shall obtain a driver’s history record 

from the D epartm ent of Highw ay S afety and M otor Ve hicles for each 

regular school bus operator, substitute operator, or any other individual 

certified to drive a school bus by the district. The schedule for reviewing 

these records shall be: 

(a) P rior to initial em ploym ent; 

(b) Prior to the first day of the fall sem ester. 

(c) Thereafter, the district shall continuously screen operator 

records using the autom ated weekly updates, ensuring proper retrieval 

docum entation for every w eek. 

(7) D river history records shall be requested in a m anner 

prescribed by the Departm ent of Highway S afety and M otor Vehicles 

using the Autom ated School B us Driver’s License R ecord Check System 

through the Departm ent’s data base. All school districts shall obtain and 

review records for school bus ope rators using the autom ated data base 

system . For any operator lic en s ed in another state, the district shall 

obtain and review the driver’s history record from the appropriate state. 

(8) Each school district shall establish a school board policy that 

specifies which infractions of the traffic code deem an applicant 

unqu alified for hire and which causes any em ployee to be subject to a 

prescribed follow-up action. At a m inim um , this policy shall state that any 

district school bus ope rator or contracted op erator w ho should have 

known that his or her license has expired or has been suspend ed or 

revoked shall be subject to prescribed disciplinary m easures up to and 

including dismissal by the school board. 

(9) At least annually, the school district shall assure that the 

operator of a school bus m eets the following requirem ents: 

(a) The requirem ents of paragraph (4)(a) of this rule. 

(b) S uccessfully com plete a m inim um of eight (8) hours of inservice 

training related to the operator’s respo nsibilities for transporting students. 

(c) Successfully pass a dexterity test administered by the school 

district and m aintain a valid M edical Examiners Certificate. 

(10) At the tim e of reem ploym ent, the school board shall assure that 

each school bus operator m eets all of the requirem ents of subsections 

(2) and (3) and pa ragraph (4)(a) of this rule. If not m ore than a tw elve 

continuous calendar m onth break in service has occurred, an operator 

shall be required to com plete eight (8) hours of inservice training related 

to their responsibilities for transporting students prior to driving a school 

bus with students. If a period exceeding twelve (12) calendar m onths has 

occurred, the operator shall be required to successfully com plete all of 

the requirem ents of subsections (2) through (5) of this rule. 

(11) All school bus operators shall be subject to the Federal 

requirem ents of 49 C .F.R ., P arts 382 an d 391 related to the substance 

abuse testing and alcohol detection program.  

Specific Authority 316.615(3), 1001.02(1), 1006.22, 1012.45 FS. Law 

Im plem ented 112.044(3), 322.03(1), (3), 1006.22, 1012.32(2)(a), 

1012.45 FS. History–N ew 8-1-86, Am ended 7-5-89, 11-15-94, 4-18-96, 

6-24-03, 11-26-06. 
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6A-3.0151  School Bus Driver Physical Examination and 

Medical Examiners Certificate. 

(1) The ph ysical standards established by the Federal Highway 

A dm inistration pursuant to 49 C FR S ections 391.41 and 391.43 shall 

be applicable to all school bus drivers within the state.  Any individual 

who has been performing as a school bus driver who is disqualified as 

a result of the enactm ent of this rule shall be affo rded a priority in 

reem ploym ent with the school district in another capacity as positions 

becom e available for such em ploym ent. 

(2) R esolution of conflicts of m edical evaluations.  In the event 

that the approved school board m edical examiner's determination of 

noncertification of a school bus driver is inconsistent with a second 

m edical examination administered by a qualified m edical examiner 

chosen by the school bus driver the conflict shall be resolved as 

follow s: 

(a) A third m edical examiner will be chosen by the two (2) m edical 

examiners in disagreem ent and shall be a licensed physician w ho is a 

specialist in th e field of m edicine related to the condition(s) in 

questions. 

(b) The third physician shall be given copies of both m edical 

examiners' form s and the test results upon which the findings are 

based, an d a com plete description of the requirem ents of the bus 

driver's respon sibilities. 

(c) The third physician shall conduct any applicable tests as are 

necessary. 

(d) The findings of the third physician shall be the basis of 

determination for certification or noncertification. 

(3) W aiver of certain physical conditions. A person w ho is not 

physically qualified under 49 C FR Section 391.41(b)(1) or (2) and other 

s ta n dards w hich m ay be included in Federal C ode and w ho is 

otherw ise qualified to drive a m otor vehicle, m ay drive a school bus if 

granted a w aiver using 49 CFR Section 391.41 as a guideline for 

evaluation by the Deputy C om missioner for Finance and O perations or 

designee. Applications for waiver shall be m ade following the 

procedures and requirem ents contained in 49 C FR Section 391.49 

except that applications shall be m ade to and administered by the 

D eputy C om missioner for Finance and O perations or designee. 

(4) Form ES E 479, Physical Examination for School Bus Driver 

and M edical E xaminers C ertificate, as adopted in R ule 6A -3.0141(3), 

FA C ., shall be used for recording the results of the physical 

examination.  This form m ay be obtained from the Administrator of 

School Transportation M anagem ent Section or Inform ation S ervices 

and Accountability,  Departm ent of Education, The Florida Education 

C enter, Tallahassee, Florida 32399. 

(5) The physical examination shall be perform ed according to the 

School Bus D river Physical Standards:  M edical Regulatory Criteria for 

Physical E xaminations which is hereby incorporated by reference and 

m ade a part of th is rule to becom e effective N ovem ber 1994.  This 

docum ent m ay be obtained from the B ureau of C areer D evelopm ent, 

D epartm ent of Education, The Florida Education Center, Tallahassee, 

Florida 32399.  This docum ent is a com pilation of physical evaluation 

criteria and guidelines which have been published in the Federal 

R egister and which contain specific instructions for m edical examiners 

perform ing exam inations.  The procedures for obtain ing 

a  w  a i v  e  r  r e  f e  r e  n  c  e  d  i n  t h  e  d  o  c  u  m  e  n  t  s  h  a  l l  

be consistent with those found in subsection (2) of this rule. 

(6) T he M edical Exam iners C ertificate shall be valid until the date 

of expiration on the certificate and shall be carried on the driver in 

person while the bus is in operation. 

Specific Authority 1001.02, 1012.45 FS.  Law Im plem ented1001.02, 

1012.45  FS.  History - N ew 11-15-94.

      6A-3.016  Responsibilities of Deputy Commissioner for 

Finance and Operations for Student Transportation.  It shall be the 

duty of the Deputy C om missioner for Finance and O perations acting 

unde r rules and regulations of the S tate B oard and with the assistance 

of the professional staff of the Deputy C om missioner for Finance and 

O perations, to exercise all pow ers and to perform all duties related to 

the responsibilities listed below: 

(1) Form ulation and enforcem ent of law and regulations. 

(a) T o propose such law s or changes in law s a s are necessary to 

assure safe, adequate a nd economical transpo rtation in each district 

of the state where transportation is needed. 

(b) To apportion and distribute state aid for transportation. 

(c) To require adherence to the minim um standards in the field of 

student transportation adopted by the State Board, including standards 

for the design and equipm ent of school buses. 

(d) To interpret statutory and regulatory provisions for student 

transportation and encourage adherence thereto. 

(2) Transportation personnel. 

(a) To sponsor such training program s from the state level as m ay 

be needed to im prove the efficiency of pe rsons responsible for the 

operation and m aintenan ce of school buses. 

(3) Transported students.  To cooperate with and furnish technical 

assistance to district school authorities w ith a view to the prom otion of 

safety, com fort, and con venience for transpo rted studen ts. 

(4) P urchase, lease, and use of equipm ent.  

(a) To develop specifications for physical equipm ent subject to the 

approval of the State Board. 

(b) To encourage plans and procedures in the ownership and 

operation of buses that will ensure a m axim um of econo m y, efficiency 

and safety. 

(c) To ascertain and ensure that plans of district school system s for 

purchasing school buses are administratively sound and that procedures 

are such as to assure that standards and specifications are m et and 

bu s es a re purchased in accordance w ith law and rules of the S tate 

Board. 

(5) Insurance.  To advise w ith school boards w ith re ference to their 

responsibilities for provision for insurance covering liability for dam ages 

on account of bodily injury or death suffered as a result of the 

transpo rtation service, and to conduct periodic insurance studies. 

(6) R outes and schedules.  To furnish upon request w hen 

practicable, advice and assistance to district school officials in planning 

school bus routes and schedules. 

(7) O perating principles. To furnish technical assistance to district 

school authorities with a view to the prom otion of econom y and efficiency 

of operation of school buses. 

(8) M aintenance of buses.  To provide assistance in planning for 

garages, bus shelters and equipm ent, and to approve plans and 

specifications for bus repair shops. 

(9) Transportation records, reports, and accounting. 

(a) To prescribe records to be kept and reports to be m ade by the 

district school authorities in order to assure adequate and com parable 

transportation inform ation. 

(b) All school districts shall report school bus inventories using the 

D epartm ent’s Autom ated School B us Inventory System which m ay be 

accessed at http://stm .fldoe.org/default.asp. The D epartm ent’s 

A utom ated S chool Bus Inventory S ystem (F orm 420) a s n oted above is 

hereby incorporated by reference to becom e effective N ovem ber 2006. 

F or view ing purposes only, hard copies of the reporting requirem ents in 

the Autom ated School Bus Inventory System m ay be obtained by 

contacting the Director of the School Transportation M anagem ent 

Section, Departm ent of Education, 325 W est Gaines Street, Tallahassee, 

Florida 32399. 

(c)  To conduct research, investigations and surveys of various 

phases of transportation, m ake the findings and results of such studies 

available, and encourage district school boards to m ake practical 

application of such results. 

(10) Interagency relationships.  To cooperate with other state and 

federal agencies in im proving the student transportation service. 

Sp ecific Authority1001.02, 1006.21, 1006.22  FS.  Law Im plem ented 

1001.02, 1006.21, 1006.22  FS.  History - Am ended 9-17-72, 7-20-74, 

R eprom ulgated 12-5-74, Form erly 6A-3.16, Am ended 11-15-94, 11-26-

06.

      6A-3.0171  Responsibilities of School Districts for Student 

Transportation. E ach school district shall exercise specific powers 

and respon sibilities, as follow s: 

(1) R espon sibilities of Superintendent.  It shall be the duty of the 

superintend ent, acting as executive officer for the school board to 

exercise functions and to perform duties listed below: 
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(a) To recom m end to the school board such policies, rules and 

regulations, plans and procedures as the superintendent shall deem 

desirable or necessary for provisions of satisfactory transportation 

facilities and equipm ent in the district, and as executive officer of the 

board, to administer the transportation service and to m ake sure that 

all policies and actions approved by the board are properly executed. 

(b) To recom m end to the school board for em ploym en t such 

assistants as are, in his or her judge m ent, necessary to supe rvise 

transportation operation and m aintenance and to provide essential 

records, m aps and studies of the service. 

(c) To recom m end in writing to the school board for em ploym ent 

qualified bus operators, attenda nts and m echanics as m ay be 

necessary for efficient functioning of the service. 

(d) T o dev elop safety regulations and prom ote proper safety 

practices for all operators. 

(e) To prepare and recom m end to the school board plans for 

purchase of or contract for safe school buses to transport students to 

and from school or school activities. 

(f) To organize or approve an inspection, m aintenance and repair 

service for publicly owned or contracted buses designed to ensure that 

the condition of each bus is m aintained to m eet or exceed accepted 

school bus industry and state standards, and w hich w ill be adequate 

to provide for quick and eco nomical repair of a ny b us , a nd to m ake 

sure that this service functions efficiently. 

(g) To propose garages at which buses shall be inspected, when 

arrangem ents for this service have not been m ade to use school board 

em ployed m ech anics, and to see that inspections are system atically 

m ade at least once each m onth at garages approved by the board. 

(h) To m ake periodic, objective surveys of school bus and garage 

equipm ent, routes, safety practices, repair and operating costs, and 

when unsatisfactory conditions are discovered, to recom m end 

corrective m easures to the school board. 

(i) T o recom m end a m edical exam iner or m edical exam iners to 

give physical examinations to bus operators and to ascertain and 

ensure that all examinations are carried out as required.  A m edical 

examiner shall be defined as a m edical physician or physician assistant 

licensed pursuant to C hapter 4 58, Florida S tatues; an osteopathic 

physician or physician assistant pursuant to C hapter 459, Florida 

Statues, a chiropractic physician licensed pursuant to C hapter 460, 

Florida Statutes; and an A dvanced Registered Nurse Practitioner 

licensed pursuant to C hapter 464, Florida S tatutes. 

(2) The school district sh all exercise additional specific pow ers 

and respon sibilities, as follow s: 

(a) E nforcem ent of law and rules and form ulation of policies. 

(b) To m ake sure that State Board rules are known, understood 

and observed by all who have responsibility for student transportation. 

(c) To a ssure that all transpo rtation rules and statem ents of policy 

are in harm ony with rules of the State Board and are fully observed. 

(d) To assure that no state funds for transportation are used for 

transportation of students to schools which cannot qualify for 

recognition by the D epartm ent under the provisions of State B oard 

rules. 

(e) To adopt, after considering recom m endations of the 

superintendent, a school board policy prohibiting the use of a cellular 

telepho ne by any school bus ope rator w hile actively driving the bu s. 

(f) To adopt after considering recom m endations of the 

superintendent, a school board policy that prohibits unnecessary idling 

of school buses w hile they are in the vicinity o f students. 

(g) To adopt, after considering recom m endations of the 

superintendent statem ents of policy in harm ony with law and with rules 

of the State Board necessary for m aintaining the requirem ents of 

adequate transportation. Such policies shall include at least the 

following responsibilities of the director or supervisor of transportation, 

the school principal or other designated staff and the bus operator for 

uniform school bus ope rating procedu res: 

1. R esponsibilities of the director or supervisor of transportation: 

a. To counsel with school bus operators regarding safety and 

efficiency of service to schools and to m ake recom m endations to them 

for im provem ent in service. 

b. T o confe r w ith th e superin tendent or th e superin tendent's 

designee regarding bus operators and to recom m end such personnel 

for em ploym ent. 

c. To instruct school bus  operators in procedures to be followed 

in conducting school bus em ergency evacuation drills and to confer 

with e ach school principal regarding scheduling, conducting and 

docum enting school bus evacu atio n drills.  These procedures shall 

include a requirem ent that all operators of school buses transporting 

students, teachers, or ch ap erones on field and activity trips instruct all 

passen ge rs in the locations an d proper use of school bus em ergency 

exits prior to each such trip. 

d. To counsel w ith bus op erators regarding driver re sponsibility 

and authority. 

2. R esponsibilities of the school principal or other designated 

school staff: 

a. To assum e responsibility under the direction of the 

superintendent for all student disciplinary cases w hich arise in 

connection with transportation. 

b. To plan the program of the school so that transported students 

w ho arrive early o r rem ain late w ill be under school supervision at all 

tim es. 

c. To plan and assign places for students to get on and off school 

buses at the school, and to ensure the safety of the loading/unloading 

zone and to provide supervision of studen ts. 

d. To direct school bus em ergency evacuation drills on each bus 

serving the school during the first six (6) weeks of each sem ester, and 

to m aintain docum entation for all studen ts. 

e. To provide instruction for a ll transported students in safe 

practices on an d off the bus during the first six (6) w eeks of the first 

sem ester of the school year. 

f.  To request authority in writing for transportation of students on 

field trips and activity trips, or other special trips, and to plan such trips 

in accordance with policies approved by the school board. 

3. R esponsibilities of the school bus operator: 

a. To pass all required physical examinations an d m eet such 

requirem ents as m ay be prescribed b y law or rules. 

b. To be clean and neat in appearance, and to refrain from 

w earing shoes w hich are not securely h eld on the foot. 

c. To re frain fro m u se o f tobacco w hile o perating the b us, and to 

use no profane language in the presence of the students.  O perators 

shall not use or be under the influence of alcohol, illicit drugs, or any 

substance w hich m ay im pair the op erator's alertne ss or perform ance 

w hile on duty.  O perators shall not carry firearm s w hile on school board 

property. 

d. To prescribe, in cooperation with the principals, the seating 

arrange m ents of studen ts on all buses. 

e. To report needed ch anges in school bus transportation to the 

director or supervisor of transportation including bus loads, bus 

deficiencies, road h azards, routes and schedules. 

f.  To study and observe all laws and rules of the State Board and 

the school board relating to the service of transportation. 

g. To attend and participate in conferences a nd training classes 

for school bus ope rators a nd to be prepared at any tim e to pass 

successfully a reasonable examination concerning traffic laws, state and 

local transpo rtation rules and driving skills. 

h. To a scertain a nd ensure th at transported students observe all 

rules prescribed by law and by the state and local board. 

i.  To m aintain order and discipline, under the direction of the 

school principal, on the part of every passenger. 

j.  To permit a student to leave the bus only at their assigned stop, 

except upon w ritten au thorization of the school principal or other district 

designee. 

k. To observe all procedures incorporated in the Florida 

D epartm ent of Education Basic School Bus O perator's C urriculum , as 

incorporated by reference in Rule 6A-3.0141(4)(b), FAC.  

l. To instruct transpo rted studen ts in safe riding practices. 

m . To require all passengers to rem ain seated and to keep aisles 

and exits clear. 

n. To p articipate in em ergency evacua tion drills at least once each 

school sem ester under the direction of the school principal or the 

principal's designee. 

o. To use the bus, if it is publicly o w ned, only to transport students 

to and from school, except upon specific direction of the superintendent 

or from the principal upon written authorization by the superintendent. 

p. To prepare im m ediately after every accident involving the bus 

or a school bus passenger an accident report to be filed with the director 

or supervisor of transportation. 

q. To ascertain and ensure that all persons are off the bus before 

filling fuel tank. 

r. To drive always at a safe speed and never in excess of the 

legally posted speed lim it in business or residential districts or fifty-five 
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(55) miles per hour outside business or residential districts. 

s. To cooperate with duly au thorized scho ol officials, m echanics 

and other personnel in the m echanical m aintenance and repair of bus 

in overcoming hazards which threaten the safety or efficiency of 

service. 

t.  To inspect the bus at least daily prior to the beginning of the 

first daily trip or m ore often as required b y the school district and to 

report any defect affecting safety or econom y of operation 

im m ediately to authorized service personnel.  The inspection shall 

include all item s identified in the procedures related to the 

m andatory daily inspection in the Basic School Bus O perator 

C  urriculum.  

u. To keep the bus clean and neat at all tim es and not affix any 

stickers or other unauthorized item s to the interior or exterior of 

buses. 

v. To prepare reports, keep all records required, and otherwise 

assist school officials in m apping bus routes, planning schedules and 

in obtaining inform ation for a continuous study of all phases of 

transportation service. 

w . T o w ear a seat belt at all tim es w h en the bus is in 

operation. 

x. To use roof-m ounted white flashing strobe lights (if equipped) 

at a m inim um , whenever headlights a re required to be used due to 

reduced visibility conditions pursuant to Section 316.217(b), Florida 

Statutes, except that insufficient light due only to the tim e of day or 

night shall not require use of the strobe light. 

y. To report im m ediately to the director or supervisor of 

transpo rtation, school principal or other designated officials: 

[1] M isconduct on the part of any student while on bus or under 

the operator's im m ediate supervision, 

[2] C om plaints requiring attention of school authorities, 

[3] A ny hazards arising which w ould offer either an actual or a 

potential threat to the safety of students in the driver's care, 

[4] C auses for failure to m aintain school bus tim e schedule, 

and 

[5] O verloade d conditions on the bus which exceed the rated 

capacity of the bus. 

z. To perform a com plete interior inspection of each bus after 

each run and trip to ensure no students are left on board. 

aa. T o m aintain as far as practicable b y patient and considerate 

treatm ent of parents a feeling of security in the safety of stu dents 

transported. 

(3) T ransportation personnel. 

(a) To em ploy such assistants as m ay be recom m ended by the 

s up erin tendent and as are necessary in the judgm ent of the board to 

supervise operation and m aintenance of school buses and to provide 

records and m aps for a continuous study of transportation routes and 

needs w ithin the district. 

(b) To em ploy or contract only for services of school bus 

operators who m eet the requirem ents of R ule 6A-3.0141, FAC ., and 

who possess a valid M edical Examiner's Certificate. 

(c) To officially m aintain, after considering recom m endations of 

the superintendent, an approved, current list of properly licensed 

physicians or m edical facilities staffed by licensed physicians other 

than m e m bers of the school board or superintendent, eligible to 

examine all school bus operators and operator applicants, in 

accordance with Form ES E 479, Florida School Bus O perators M edical 

Examination Report for C om m ercial D river Fitness Determination,  and 

School Bus D river P hysical S tandards:  M edical R egulatory C riteria for 

Physical Examinations, as adopted by reference in Rule 6A-3.0151, 

FAC .  

(4) Transpo rted studen ts. 

(a) To consider, and as nearly as possible to provide for, the 

transit, safety, and com fort of each student w ho w ill be transported to 

and from school. 

(b) To approve, after considering recom m endations of the 

superintendent, policies relating to and governing the conduct of 

transpo rted studen ts during the tim e they are riding on the scho ol bus, 

and during the tim e spent on the school grounds awaiting the opening 

of school or in the afternoon hours w aiting for the school bus. 

(c) To suspend for a period exceeding ten (10) days, upon 

recom m endation of the superintendent, any student who willfully and 

persistently violates school board policies. 

(5) P urchases, lease a nd use of school buses. 

(a) To provide, by purchase or contract, safe, com fortable and 

adequate transportation facilities and school buses which m eet m inim um 

standa rds of law and S tate B oard rules. 

(b) To purchase transportation equipm ent in accordance w ith all 

provisions of law and S tate B oard rules. 

(c) To assure that contracts entered into by school boards for 

operation of school buses are in accordance with law and rules of the 

State Board. 

(d) To adopt policies governing the use of publicly owned and 

contracted school buses for transportation of students to school and 

school activities, and to ascertain and ensure that buses and bus bodies 

are used only after policies have been adopted and upon written 

instructions signed by the sup erintende nt or designee .  S uch district 

policies shall include the provision that any equipm ent carried in a school 

bus w hich could shift on im pact or sudden stop shall be securely 

fastened and shall not block any aisle or exit at any tim e. 

(6) R outes and schedules. 

(a) To designate school bus routes, follow ing consideration of data 

and recom m endations presented by the superintendent, to provide for 

students eligible fo r tra nsportation w hen transportation by school bus is 

economical and practicable. 

(b) To propose m inim um dis ta n c es from school centers w ithin 

which no bus stops will be scheduled except for students with special 

transportation needs; to propose minim um distances from transportation 

routes as residence zones within which students m ust arrange to m eet 

the bus at regularly scheduled stops; and to plan and arran ge rou tes, 

schedules, and student capacities in accordance with policies adopted 

by the school board. 

(c) To plan routes, so far as practicable, so that no elem entary 

student shall be on a bus m ore than fifty (50) m inutes or secondary 

school student m ore than one (1) hour during the m orning or evening, 

and so that no m ore than an hour and one-half will elapse between the 

time the student boards the bus and the time school begins, or the time  

school closes and the student leaves the bus in the afternoon, a nd to 

arrange proposed routes which, insofar as possible, are free from m ajor 

hazards. 

(d) To assure that county and city officials are advised of hazards 

on bus routes and hazards involving students walking to and from 

school. 

(7) School bus operating p rinciples.  To assure that all buses are 

operated in accordance w ith m unicip al, county and state traffic 

requirem ents and that every precaution is taken to assure the safety of 

studen ts. 

(8) Inspection and m aintenan ce of school buses. 

(a) To provide, after considering recom m endations of the 

superintendent, adequate storage, m aintenance and inspection 

procedures for all buses owned by the school board, and to assure that 

all contract buses in use in the district are properly inspected and 

m aintained in accordance with law and rules of the State Board. 

(b) The inspection shall be conducted in accord a nce w ith 

procedures and include all item s listed in the State of Florida School Bus 

Safety Inspection M anual, 2003 Edition which is hereby incorporated by 

reference and m ade a part of this rule. This docum ent m ay be obtained 

from the Bureau of C areer D evelopm ent, D epartm ent of E ducation, 325 

W est G aines Street, Tallahassee, Florida 32399, at a cost not to exceed 

actual production and distribution cost. 

(c) Inspection of buses shall be scheduled and perfo rm ed at a 

m axim um interval of thirty (30) school days.  Any bus that is rem oved 

from service or deadlined so as to disrupt the safety inspection schedule 

shall be inspected prior to being returned to service.  All deficiencies 

discovered during the safety inspection shall be noted on the inspection 

form .  Follow -up repairs of all safety related item s shall be m ade before 

the bus is returned to service and shall be docum ented. 

(d) School bus inspections shall be conducted by technicians 

certified as school bus inspectors in accordance with the State of Florida 

School Bus Safety Inspection M anual, 2003 Edition.  The requirem ent 

that inspections be perform ed by a certified school bus inspector m ay be 

w aive d for a period not to exceed six (6) m onths w hen a n em ergency 

condition exists, upon written notification to the Com missioner by the 

district superintendent. 

(e) N o person shall kno wingly rende r inope rative or reduce 

com pliance of any school bus equipm ent required to m eet Federal M otor 
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Vehicle Safety Standards applicable at the tim e of m anufacture. Tallahassee, Florida, 32399.  Specifications m ay vary for different sizes 

(9) Transportation records, reports and accounting. and types of buses to meet specific needs and conditions.  Bid forms  

(a) To ascertain and ensure that all prescribed records are kept 

and reports m ade which are required by law, rules or the 

C om missioner. 

prepared under the direction of the C om m issioner shall incorporate basic 

specifications and equipm ent. 

(2) Any school district m ay, at its option, upgrade any school bus 

(b) To assure that all records and reports prescribed by the 

C om missioner are properly com pleted and are furnished on the dates 

due to those designated to receive them.  

or buses with equipm ent m eeting specifications which are current at the 

tim e of the upgrade. 

(3) The Chief Financial O fficer m ay approve spe cial equipm ent 

1. To file with the Deputy C om missioner for Finance and 

O perations school bus accident repo rts using the D epartm ent’s 

Autom ated School Bus Accident R eporting System which m ay be 

a c c e s se d a t h ttp ://do e w e b -p rd .d o e .sta te .fl.us /ed s /B u s A c c id e n t. 

Districts shall com plete a report on any school bus accident m eeting 

the reporting requirem ents of the autom ated system .  The 

D epartm ent’s Autom ated School Bus Accident R eporting System 

(Fo rm  E S E 256) as noted ab ove is hereby incorporated by reference 

to becom e effective N ovem ber 2006.  For viewing purposes only, hard 

copies of the reporting requirem ents in the Autom ated School Bus 

Accident R eporting System m ay be obtained by contacting the Director 

of the School Transportation M anagem ent Section, Departm ent of 

Education, 325 W est G aines Street, Tallahassee, Florida 32399. 

differing from or not prescribed in Florida School Bus Specifications for 

the spe cific purpose o f lim ited pilot testing to determine if such 

equipm en t p rovides sub stantive im provem ents in safety or cost 

effectiveness. Pilot testing of equipm ent shall not be approved until the 

C hief Financial Officer has determined to the extent practical that the 

equipm ent will not com promise safety. 

Specific Authority 1006.25 FS. Law Im plem ented 1006.22, 1006.25 FS. 

History - Am ended 9-17-72, 7-20-74, R eprom ulgated 12-5-74, Am ended 

11-10-83, 3-28-84, 10-8-84, 10-8-85, Form erly 6A-3.29, Am ended 

8-19-86, 9-30-87, 10-4-88, 12-11-89, 12-18-90, 11-10-92, 9-5-93, 11-15-

94, 10-18-95, Form erly 6A-3.029, Am ended 6-11-2000, Form erly 6-

3.029, Am ended 4-21-2003, 2-22-2005, 11-26-06. 

c.f.  Florida School Bus Specifications R evised, January 1965 

2. To file with the Deputy C om missioner for Finance and 

O perations the H azardous W alking C onditions R eport for Elem entary 

Students Within 2 Miles of Assigned School (Form 422) using the 

D epartm ent’s autom ated system which m ay be accessed at 

http://data.fldoe.org/walking/.  The Hazardous W alking Conditions 

R eport for E lem entary S tudents W ithin 2 M iles o f A ssigned S chool is 

hereby incorporated by reference to becom e effective N ovem ber 2006. 

For viewing purposes only, hard copies of the Hazardous W alking 

C onditions Report for Elem entary Students Within 2 Miles of Assigned 

School m ay be obtained by contacting the Director of the School 

Transportation M anagem ent Section, D epartm ent of Education, 325 

W est G aines Street, Tallahassee, Florida 32399. 

Florida School B us Specifications R evised, C hassis - 1966; B ody - 1966 

Florida School Bus Specifications R evised, January 1966 

Florida School Bus Specifications R evised, 1968 

Florida School Bus Specifications R evised, 1969 

Florida School Bus Specifications R evised, 1970 

Florida School Bus Specifications R evised, 1971 

Florida School Bus SpecificationsR evised, 1972 

Florida School Bus Specifications R evised, 1973 

Florida School Bus Specifications R evised, N ovem ber 1974 

Florida School Bus Specifications R evised, January 1975 

Florida School Bus Specifications R evised, C hassis - O ctober 1976; 

B ody - O ctober, 1976, N o Type A ; N o E xceptional C hild 

(c) Keep a current file of all M edical Examiner C ertificates and Florida School Bus Specifications R evised, Body, C hassis, Type A, and 

required dexterity tests for school bus ope rators. Exceptional C hild, M arch 1977 

(d) T o m aintain records of inspection of each school bus in Florida School Bus Specifications R evised, 1978 

accordance with requirem ents of subsection (8) of this rule. Florida School Bus Specifications R evised, Am ended, 1979 

(e) To p repare m aps of routes and attendance zones an d cond uct 

and carry on such studies of transportation as shall enable the 

superintendent to m easure progress and recom m end im provem ents in 

the transportation service. 

Florida School Bus Specifications R evised, N ovem ber 1980 

Florida School Bus Specifications R evised, 1982 

Florida School Bus Specifications R evised, 1983 

Florida School Bus Specifications R evised, January 1984 

(f)  To prescribe and m aintain, upon recom m endation of the 

superintendent, such additional records, reports, accounts and 

accounting procedures as m ay be n ecessary to provide com plete 

inform ation regarding the transportation service. 

Florida School Bus Specifications R evised, Septem ber 1984  

Florida School Bus Specifications R evised, Septem ber 1985 

Florida School Bus Specifications July 1986 

Florida School Bus Specifications R evised, O ctober 1987 

(10) Inter-agency relationships. To cooperate w ith m unicipal, 

county, state, and federal agencies to prom ote the safety of the 

transpo rtation service through correction of rem ediable road h azards. 

Specific Authority 1003.31, 10 06.21, 1006.22 FS. Law Im plem ented 

3  1  6  .1  8  3(3), 3  1  6  .1  8  9  , 1  0  0  3  .31  , 10  06  .21(3 ), 10  0  6  .2  2  F  S .  

History–Am ended 9-4-64, 3-25-66, 1-17-72, R evised 7-20-74, 

Reprom ulgated 12-5-74, Am ended 11-24-76, 10-1-81, Form erly 6A-

3.17, A m ended 9-30-87, 6-26-89, 11-15-94, 8-28-95, 4-18-96, Form erly 

6-3.017, Am ended 6-11-00, Form erly 6-3.017, Am ended 4-21-03, 11-

26-06. 

Florida School Bus Specifications R evised, 1988 

Florida School Bus Specifications R evised, 1989 

Florida School Bus Specifications R evised, 1990 

Florida School Bus Specifications R evised, 1992 

Florida School Bus Specifications R evised, 1993 

Florida School Bus Specifications R evised, 1995 

Florida School Bus Specifications R evised, 2000 

Florida School Bus Specifications R evised, 2002 

Florida School Bus Specifications R evised, 2004 

Florida School Bus Specifications R evised, 2006

6A-3.0291  Specifications for New  School Buses. 

(1) School buses purchased each year shall conform to current 

N ational School Transportation Specifications and P rocedures of the 

N ational C onference on School Transportation, current Federal M otor 

V ehicle S afety S tandards and to specifications prescribed by the S tate 

Board for body, chassis and special equipm ent as provided in Section 

1006.25, Florida S tatutes.  Each school bus as defined by Section 

1006.25(1), Florida Statutes, shall m eet the requirem ents of the Florida 

School Bus Specifications applicable for the year the bus was 

m anufactured or the previous year if specifications were not revised 

and approved for a given year.  Specifications shall incorporate the 

specific standards as approved by the State Board prior to and 

including the following years:  1965, 1966, 1968, 1969, 1970, 1971, 

1972, 1973, 1974, 1975, 1976, 1977, 1978, 1979, 1980, 1982, 1983, 

1984, 1985, 1986, 1987, 1988, 1989,  1990, 1992,  1993, 1995, 2000, 

2002,  200, and 2006  revised.  C opies of the above specifications are 

on file and available from the School Transportation M anagem ent 

S ection, Florida D epartm ent of E ducation, 325 W est G aines S treet, 

    6A-3.037  Alternate Engine Fuels for School Buses. 

(1) Alternate engine fuels for school buses. School districts m ay 

use school buses equipped to operate on C om pressed Natural G as 

(C N G) or Liquefied Natural G as (LNG) as an engine fuel provided the 

district com plies with the requirem ents of the Florida School Bus 

Alternate Fuel M anual, 1992 w hich is hereby incorporated by reference 

and m ade a part of this rule. C opies of this m anual are on file and 

available from the Director of the School Transportation M anagem ent 

S ection, 325 W est G aines S treet, Tallahassee, Florida 32399.  D istricts 

m ay also use electricity as a fuel or m ay use hybrid diesel electric buses. 

(2) Pilot projects. Alternate fueled school buses m ay be used on a 

pilot project basis not exceeding ten (10) percent of the district’s school 

bus fleet or m ore than twenty (20) buses, whichever is greater. Pilot 

project proposals m ust be subm itted w ith copies of all related docum ents 

as required within the m anual to the Director of the School 

T ran sportation M anagem ent S ection, 325 W est G aines S treet, 

Tallahassee, Florida 32399 and the D epartm ent of Insurance L.P. G as 
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Division, for gaseous powered units, for review and approval. All pilot 

projects m ust be subm itted or resubm itted for each twe lve m onth 

period. All buses originally equipped, converted or repowered to run on 

alternate fuels shall m eet Florida S chool B us S pecifications applicable 

for the year of m anufacture of the vehicle, including horsepower and 

torque requirem ents otherwise applicable to diesel engines. The 

D epartm ent m ay grant variances and exceptions to Florida School Bus 

Specifications w here necessary and prudent to further the goal of 

successful pilot testing of these school buses.  After the com pletion of 

each alternate fuel system installation, each school bus shall be 

inspected in accordance with the requirem ents outlined in the m anual 

prior to the use of the bu s to transpo rt school studen ts. 

Specific Authority 1006.25 FS. Law Implemented 1006.22, 1006.25 FS. 

History – New 10-6-92, Am ended 11-26-06. 
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