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Safe Routes To School (SRTS) in Florida
Florida Department of Transportation

Safe Routes to School Coordinator
FDOT Central Office

Pat Pieratte
pat.pieratte@dot.state.fl.us

850-245-1529

See back for District contacts
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District Safe Routes to School Contacts 
 

Note: For Non-infrastructure activities, get in touch with your District Non-Infrastructure contact to find out if their District is accepting 
proposals.  If so, fill out and send in the Non-Infrastructure Information Form to your District Non-Infrastructure contact. Then follow 
up with him or her to discuss your ideas.   
 

      Updated 2/23/2009 

District     Contact  Title  E-mail Address  Phone 
1  Infrastructure  Gary Amig  Safety Program Manager  gary.amig@dot.state.fl.us  863-519-2666 

1  Non-infrastructure  Sarita Taylor  Pedestrian/Bicycle 
Coordinator  sarita.taylor@dot.state.fl.us  863-519-2216 

2  Infrastructure  Scott Lent District Safety Engineer  Scott.lent@dot.state.fl.us  904- 360-5541 
2  Non-Infrastructure  Andrea Atran  CTST Coordinator  andrea.atran@dot.state.fl.us 904-360-5416 

3  Infrastructure  Jonathan Harris District Safety Program 
Manager jonathan.harris@dot.state.fl.us 850-415-9516 

3 Non-Infrastructure Stanley Rudd CTST Coordinator 
(Eastern Panhandle) Stanley.Rudd@dot.state.fl.us 850-415-9488 

3  Non-infrastructure  Barbara Lee  CTST Coordinator 
(Western Panhandle)  barbara.lee@dot.state.fl.us  850-415-9231 

4  Infrastructure  Felix Delgado Safety Program Manager felix.delgado@dot.state.fl.us 954-777-.4435 
4  Non-infrastructure  Carmen Pullins  CTST Coordinator  carmen.pullins@dot.state.fl.us  954-777-4361 

5  Infrastructure  Tony Nosse, 
P.E.  Safety Engineer  anthony.nosse@dot.state.fl.us  386-943-5334 

5  Non-infrastructure  Joan Carter  Pedestrian/Bicycle Coord.  joan.carter@dot.state.fl.us  386-943-5335 
6  Infrastructure  Misleidys Leon  Traffic Operations Analyst  misleidys.leon@dot.state.fl.us  305-470-5345 

6  Non-infrastructure Carlos 
Sarmiento CTST Coordinator carlos.sarmiento@dot.state.fl.us 305-470-5335 

7  Infrastructure  David 
Skrelunas, E.I.  Safety Program Engineer  david.skrelunas@dot.state.fl.us  813-975-6254  

7  Non-infrastructure  Jeanette Rouse  CTST Coordinator  jeanette.rouse@dot.state.fl.us  813-975-6256 
 
 



Newsletter

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

Photo Credits: VTC 

Shrinking Budgets Bring Busing Blues

Introduction 
As transportation costs have risen and tax 
revenues available for education expenses 
have become constrained, New Jersey 
school districts are feeling the crunch.  
Forced to operate within a fixed budget, 
many school districts have been forced  to 
reconfigure, consolidate or altogether cut 
a number of bus routes. In addition, many 
schools are implementing no-idling policies 
and rescheduling or canceling some field 
trips and extracurricular activities.
 
Under New Jersey law, boards of 
education are required to bus only those 
students who live more than two miles 
from school for grades K-8, and over two 
and a half miles for high school 
students. Many districts have also opted to 
bus students who live less than two miles 
from school, a service known as 
“hazardous” busing- to avoid a specific 
hazard on a student’s route to school- or 
“courtesy” busing - for any reason other 
than an identified hazard. In 2006, an 
estimated 200,000 students were provided 
courtesy or hazardous busing in the state, 
according to the New Jersey Department 
of Education.
 
Hazardous Busing
Routes are considered hazardous in New 
Jersey based on criteria such as high 
traffic volume, lack of sidewalks, presence 
of bridges and train tracks, and incidence 
of crime. State law makes clear that safety 
along public  

roadways and walkways is a municipal, 
rather than a school board, responsibility. 
As such, boards of education must work 
with municipal officials and police officers 
to deem a route “hazardous” under law. 
 
For more information, please see: http://
tinyurl.com/63my9m
 
SRTS can Address Elimination of 
Busing 
Some communities worry that budget cuts 
for busing will increase traffic around 
schools, shift costs to parents struggling 
with volatile gas prices and lower 
attendance rates. But of greatest concern 
is the fear that the reductions will 
endanger students as more walk or bike to 
school. Implementing a Safe Routes to 
School Program prior to eliminating busing 
can help ease parental concerns by 
ensuring that children will be able to safely 
walk or bike to school and help ease 
parental concerns.
 
When Busing is Eliminated 
In Somerville, school officials and the 
Somerset County Transportation 
Management Association (TMA), RideWise, 
collaborated to get kids walking to school 
again after the school district eliminated 
it’s courtesy busing program. According to 
Jim Crane, RideWise  project manager, 
implementing a Safe Routes to School 
program in Somerville was more about 
providing a new service and less about 
cutting courtesy busing.
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