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Memorandum

Date:

April 21, 2011
To:

School District Transportation Directors



School District Service Managers


Charter School Administrators
From:

Ronnie H. McCallister


Florida Department of Education

Subject:
School Bus Safety Inspector (SBSI) Hands-on Certification Testing

As a result of our recent school bus inspector testing survey we are scheduling two regional testing locations in the state.  The first session (northern region) will be held in Tallahassee, May 23-24.  The second testing site (southern region) will be in located in Ft. Lauderdale, May 26-27, 2011.  These locations are centrally located for both areas of the state where the largest group of candidates reside according to the survey information we received.
Candidates must meet the following criteria:
· Candidates must document a minimum of two years journeyman level mechanical experience in automotive, truck, heavy equipment, or bus service and repair or a two-year degree from an accredited Vo-Tech in at least one like field;
· Candidate must currently be employed as a journey level technician;
· Candidates must attend training conducted by a certified School Bus Safety Inspection Trainer (trainer’s signature is required on the application);
· Candidates must study the current (2008) School Bus Safety Inspection Manual and perform practice inspections prior to the testing session.
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Candidates must bring the following to the test site:
· All candidates must submit a completed “Application for State of Florida School Bus Safety Inspector Certification” (attached) and current job description at the test session.  Note: Please ensure that all applicable parties sign the application.  Candidates will not be tested without a properly completed application and a current job description.
· A valid Driver’s license.  Note: Candidates will not be tested without a valid driver’s license;
· A copy of the 2008 School Bus Safety Inspection Manual (in a binder, ready to use) as they are encouraged to refer to the manual during the test.

· Pencils or pens;

· All tools and equipment needed for testing will be supplied; however, candidates may bring their own roller creeper and flashlight if they wish.
Candidates will be performing hands-on activities and should dress accordingly.  

While not a prerequisite we strongly recommend that candidates take and pass the 100 question on-line test just prior to taking the hands-on test.  Candidates that have passed the 100 question on-line test prior to hands-on testing will have a guaranteed reservation in the event that the session fills to capacity.  Also, please complete the attached SBSI test registration form which provides the necessary information for your district to submit your payment to FAPT for your candidate(s) testing session.
Please call Katrina Bond no later than May 18, 2011, at (850) 245-9795 to register test candidates.  Candidates will be scheduled on a “first come, first served” basis.  During the call each candidate will be assigned a specific date and time for testing.  A confirmation and a map to the location will be e-mailed to the applicable district upon request.
If you have any questions, please contact Ronnie H. McCallister at: ronnie.mccallister@fldoe.org or (850) 245-9795.
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